Volunteers work with a child |-

" up to four times a'week on .
WOrd and punctuatlon :recogm-

- ¥ whenTapproachand ask - | g :
- one of the students to name a N school baby-sitting. Students

‘favorite book.” mi ~ are expected to read for one
-Jane Najera smlles, fidgets e . ‘hour before they’re-allowed to
and eventually pointstothe - | - use the computer labs or get -
© “Henryand | homework help: The founda-. -
. '_jMudge | tion says 70%:of students in
“book in the N K - the program for at least six
. _center of the " ‘months s1gmﬁcantly 1mprove el
table. .- | their.reading. -

Stories o

-Raso; a’l 1mmology student
‘at Cahfor 1ia:-St
Fresno, has beén a tutor for ,
four years She says.she enJoys ,
bonding with the youngsters. .
“"“T had a third- grader who -
didn’t speak Enghsh and *
within one year he was reading
at gradelevel,” Raso says. -

~ ~Pao Vang ‘a Jumor at. Fresno
State, is majoring in education "
-and plans to become a teacher.
Volunteermg is giving th an
idea-of what works — and -
doesn’t work.— with kids. - .

“They are'a 1ot dlfferent
from what we learn in class,”
Vang says. “You have to give
.them that feehng that you want

Ao helpthem” - -

The foundatlon Whlch is
funded by state grants and -
commumty donations; appears -
on'the right track. But it needs

. more tutors;. . - :
- -And it needs: more books —]-
: the kind a grade-schooler .
~ ‘mlght readgon a summer day
“Books such as “Frog. ‘and Toad
are’ Frlends » “Good nght
Moon,” “The Hu.ngry Caterpll-
‘1ar,” “Flat Stanley,” “Char-"
" lotte’s- Web” and “A Chalr for

the book dnve and know that
t’]lbeputto\ooduse ST

> Book dropoff Iocatlons are
listed. at WWW. treebookdnve com.
.Informiation on becoming a tutor
e is available at (559) 226-4672."
tion strives to stre : - The columms’t(can)be réachéd at-
’ bmcewen@fresnobee.comor. -
(559) 441-6632. Check out. hls
' blog at fresnobeehave com

Y g
‘students and mentormg :
parents. This year, there are -

* about 500 students-in the
- program for: below
‘readers. - :




