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Joe Neves

ri I Yhe Neves family made a deal with Santa

Claus three generations ago that Joe

Neves still honors today.

For 11 months each year, the jolly and
bearded Kings County supervisor from Strat-
ford lets the jolly old elf from the North Pole
run things at the toy shop.

But the day after Thanksgiving, the deal
changes.

That’s when Neves, like his father and
grandfather before him, dons his own red suit

.and starts filling in for Santa Claus at schools,
day care centers and assisted living homes
throughout Kings County.

In December, according to Neves family lore,
Santa needs a little help.

“It’s a family tradition to pitch in and make

some appear-
ances each
season,”
Neves said.

Or at least

the tradition

used to be

just a few
appearanc-
es. Last

| Joe Neves is a Kings Courity supervisor who spends moast of the month of December in a Santa Glaus costume bringing joy to, children.

" years ago,” Neves said. “For some of those
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Their efforts to help others set
them apart, showing how they
embody the spirit of the season.
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Santa 80 times. Some years, the number is more
than 200. This year, for the first time evey, Santa
Neves has two visits planned on Christmas Day.

All the visits are free, though a few business-
es or individuals have contributed over the
years to pay for replacement Santa suits.

It’s a tough schedule, but one the 49-year-old
father of two said he has no plans to give up.

“It’s just neat, and I've done it so long now
that I'm seeing the children of parents I saw 20

familjes, I'm the only Santa they’ve ever seen.” B Emily Crowder, a Buchan-

Marina Martinez, owner of the Manitas de -an High School junior who has
Amor child care center in Hanford, said that for . ‘made and distributed hundreds ;
the 80 children she cares for, Neves is Santa _ Ofscavesfortheneedy.
Claus. ncy

“He looks like Santa and talks to the children
like they think Santa sounds,” Martinez said.
“It’s absolutely wonderful to see.”

Kathy Neves, who serves as Mrs. Claus at
several events each year, said that it’s the
children that have kept the tradition alive
through 20 years and at least five Santa suits,

“He’ll come home and immediately tell me
what some boy or girl said to him that day,”
Kathy Neves said,

“Once, a little girl asked for a flashlight
because she was afraid of the dark. Another
child asked for a coat for her mother so she
wouldn’t be cold.”

Joe Neves said the draw of being Santa’s




